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Abstract 
 
In order to create a tourism development plan a study of Kemeri - an area of Jurmala 
City - was launched in the Academic year 2008/2009. It has been performed by MA 
course students of Strategic Management of Tourism of School of Business 
Administration “Turiba” under supervision of senior faculty members. 
Simultaneously, there is also an ongoing work on Jurmala Spatial Planning for the 
next 13 years. During the study it has been revealed that Kemeri is one of those parts 
of the city where holistic sustainable development is in confrontation with socio-
economic sustainability and necessity for heritage preservation from one-side and 
goals of nature protection from the other side. 
 
The city of Jurmala has formed itself through a merger of separate villages and health 
resorts. This is the cause of the fact that the city is not homogeneous, its historic parts 
vary in their resources, functions and development prospects. Kemeri is located in the 
western part of the city and represents an important historical resort. During the soviet 
period Kemeri developed as one of the main climatological, balneologial and mud-
cure resort in whole of the country. 
 
Today Kemeri is a run – down living district of Jurmala resort without any curative 
activity typical for a resort; an inhabited island in the middle of a bog. The decline of 
Kemeri started in 1991 after the breakdown of the USSR, which also saw the collapse 
of the soviet health and medical system, state subsidized resorts and vouchers. Kemeri 
also lost its target market in other parts of the USSR. Today the number of population 
in this part of Jurmala is about 2200 (4 per cent of the city’s total population). 
 
At the time when Jurmala has overcome this political, economic and entrepreneurial 
changes and its central part (Dzintari, Bulduri, Majori, Dubulti) can take pride in their 
luxury villas, a wide range of hotels, large Spas, vibrant resort life during summer 
period and large - scale international entertainment events, Kemeri has remained an 
unattractive dwelling area even for inhabitants of nearby towns. What are the reasons 
for this? 
 
There are several reasons, but the main reasons lie in the geographic location and 
resort function as a monopoly in city business. Kemeri is a peripheral part of Jurmala, 
which is located further from the sea and Riga, its transport links with the centre of 
the city and the capital are less developed. Its entrepreneurial capacity is restricted by 
its location in the territory of Kemeri National Park. 
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Kemeri National park was founded in 1997 with the goal to protect natural and 
cultural values of the area. Since 2004 when Park was included in the net of Natura 
2000, the net of protected areas with the European significance, it has received EU 
LIFE-Natura project financing for the regeneration of wetland landscapes and 
hydrological regime. There are also other important activities realized in order to 
preserve nature values. Still, resort functions have not been restored.  
 
The process of reconstruction of Hotel Kemeri that has based on private initiative has 
been prolonged. Despite the fact that this Kemeri landmark is a state level 
architectural monument, the undemolished and unutilized buildings and facilities, the 
high level of groundwater and neglected environment do not attract tourists. Local 
inhabitants are not satisfied with this situation as well since it means lost jobs, 
diminishing value of property and changes in social environment. 
 
Authors of the study come to a conclusion that in this particular territory the Law on 
National Parks and EU financing have provided for sustainable development of 
natural environment, but have neglected second priority - sustainable development of 
its social, cultural and balanced economic environment. 
 
Jurmala’s development and tourism planners link the future of this territory with 
various natural and health tourism projects, considering a renewed Hotel Kemeri as its 
main catalyst. Bearing in mind the special needs and importance of resort territories, 
an association of resort towns has been created in Latvia, which argues for working 
out and adopting legislation and other normative acts in the resort area. Tourism 
Development Strategy of Jurmala (2007) contains a proposal to assign Kemeri 
territories zoning status of “Resort territories” as part of the new Jurmala city 
territorial plan. 
 
Authors of the study believe that revival of Kemeri as a resort would contribute to the 
tasks in hand, particularly in the area of resort legislation. Regular communication 
between the administration of the National Park and local inhabitants is required. 
Interests of local inhabitants are to be taken into account when developing the new 
territorial plan. A balance has to be sought between interests of entrepreneurs, 
requirements for nature protection and attraction of financing for preservation of 
cultural heritage, and also a rise of park’s administrative capacity in the field of 
cultural heritage development. 
 
 
 


